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    Echoes from the Past  

 
“And I will raise up for 
them a plant of renown, 
and they shall be no more 
consumed with hunger in  
the land, neither bear the 
Shame of the heathen any 
More.” Ez. 34:29 “Her priests  
have violated My law, and have profaned Mine holy  
things: they have put no difference between the holy 
and the profane, neither have they shewed 
difference between the unclean and the clean, and 
have hide their eyes from My Sabbaths, and I am 
profaned among them.” Ez. 22:26 
 
Passover and Unleavened Bread are among the 
feasts that have been corrupted from the clean to the 
unclean. Of Unleavened Bread it is written, “In the  

first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do 
no servile work, and in the seventh day is an holy 
convocation: ye shall do no servile work.” 
 
No rabbit lays eggs, so where does this idea come 
from?  From what heathen practice has it migrated into 
a service dedicated to the resurrection of Christ? 
 
“In ancient times eggs were used in the religious rites 
of the Egyptians and the Greeks, and were hung up for 
mystic purpose in their temples.  From Egypt these 
sacred eggs can be distinctly traced to the banks of the 
Euphrates.  The classic poets are full of the fables of 
the mystic egg of the Babylonians; “An egg of 
wondrous size is said to have fallen from heaven into 
the river Euphrates.  The fishes rolled it to the bank, 
where the doves having settled upon it, and hatched it, 
out came Venus, who afterwards was called the Syrian 
Goddess – that is, Astarte.  Hence the egg became one 
of the symbols of Astarte or worship of Venus.”  Two 
Babylons by Alexander Hislop. 
 
All praise goes to our heavenly Father because more 
and more believers in Christ are no longer bearing the 
shame of the heathen neither violating His law, but 
instead are putting a vast difference between the holy 
and the profane, and no longer hiding their eyes from 
His Sabbaths.  And this after 6,000 years of Satanism. 
 
During the Passover our minds go back to the time that 
Christ was sacrificed for us.  The Lamb is no doubt the 
most innocent of animals.  It must not be replaced by a 
scripturally unclean animal such as the highly sexual 
and Scripturally unclean hare.  It has been written that 
we should “Learn not the ways of the heathen . . . for 
the customs of the people are vain.”  Jer. 10:2-4. 
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Passover time is a time 
for family.  A time 
rehearsing the Bible 
stories with the kids, 
Enjoy a time when 
grandpa circles the 
table kneeling beside 
each young child and 
praying for heaven’s 
blessings to be 
especially with Him. 

 
The enemy of all truth is working with deceptive power 
to cause men and women to place human institutions 
where God should be, and to forget that which was 
ordained for the happiness and salvation of mankind. 
Life, and all the good gifts that come with it, are made 
possible to us from the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world. From Him comes every good and 
perfect gift. 
 

 
For the sake of community worship Passover can be 
enjoyed with several families and friends meeting 
together to hear the story of the Lamb of God while 
sharing a meal together. This is what we will be doing 
the evening of April 20 in the big tent here in Terra 
Bella. There will be good food, good friends, good 
messages, good  music, and most of all an active faith; 
that is a faith that demonstrates our willingness to 
sacrifice our time in rememberance of the time He 
sacrificed so much for us. Let us sacarifice to meet 
together in His presence with good consicence as a 
shadow of faith looking forward to that great Passover in 
Heaven. 
 
“And He said  unto them, with desire I have desired to 
eat this Passover with  you before I suffer: for I say unto 
you, I will not any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled 
in the kingdom of God.” What a time, what a glorious 
time that will be! 
 
He could not enjoy it with them for a while because He 
was going to go to His Father in heaven, and there to 
prepare a place for us all; but one of the first things we 
will all enjoy together in heaven is the fulfillment of this 
glorious shadow that ever points  toward that event.  

 

 
 

A.T. Jones, a Sabbath keeping pioneer in 1888 wrote 
serious words about the  Passover versus the day of the 
bunny rabbit.  
 
Speaking of Victor, the bishop of Rome from A.D. 193 
to 202, Jones comments that  Victor “wrote a letter to the 
Asiatic precepts commanding them to imitate the 
example of the Western Christians with respect to the 
time of celebrating the festival of Easter [that is, 
commanding them to celebrate it on Sunday]. The 
Asiatics answerd this lordly requisition . .  with great 
spirit and resolution, that they would by no means depart 
in this manner from the custom handed down to them by 
their ancestors. Upon this the thunder of 
excommunication began to roar. Victor, exasperated by 
this resolute answer of the Asiatic bishops, broke 
communion with them and pronounced them unworthy 
of the name of his brethren, and excluded them from all 
fellowship with the church of Rome.” The Natonal Sunday 
Law, A.T.. Jones, Dec. 1888.  
 
Passover is on the 14th day of Nissan, and continues 
seven more days as the Feast of Unleavened Bread. 
Easter on the other hand is always on a Sunday as 
commanded by the head of the Roman church. 
 

 
              A clean animal.                An Unclean Animal. 
 
Let the Lamb of God stand in His place, and the 
shadows of all the evils of  the past be run away from the 
pages of your heart. In Christ there is no shadow of 
turning. Make up your mind today that there will be no 
shadows remaining in your spritural life, especially those 
shadows that reach forward from the Euphrates 
(Babylon). All such shadows from the dark side have no 
Biblical basis and are approved only by religious 
philosophies made up in the minds of men. Babylon the 
great will soon be fallen. Christ,our Passover, remains. 
�
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Another quote from 1888, this time from another 
Sabbath keeping author is indeed beautiful.  I must 
include it for the encouragement of all. 
 
“There are thoughts and feelings suggested and aroused 
by Satan that annoy even the best of men; but if they are 
not cherished, if they are repulsed as hateful, the soul is 
not contaminated with guilt and no other is defiled by 
their influence.” RH, March 27, 1888. 
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Yes, and in Spanish Too? 
 
We had hoped that the Holy History book was about to 
be translated, but alas the cost of the translation would 
be $1,600.  We believe that is too heavy for us, 
especially with the Feast of Passover/Unleavened Bread 
coming in just a couple of months.  It may be that the 
Spirit of God may impress one of you to provide for this 
work, if so, please let us know.  Otherwise we will wait 
for another time.  We praise God it is translated into 
Japanese and into German.  We are grateful to all who 
have made these translations possible. 
 

Worldwide Apostasy 
 

Please ponder one more quote that simply puts things in 
their proper perspective better than I can.  These words 
of wisdom are exactly as I would write them to you if I 
had the talent to put it so well.  (Italics mine) 
 
“We are living in a time of world-wide apostasy, but the 
more wide-spread unbelief and infidelity are, the more 
does the word of God shine forth as the truth to the 
believing souls; (AMEN!) for in the Bible the believer 
recognizes the voice of the Almighty.  With what awe 
and reverence, with what humiliation of soul.  should we 
attempt the searching of the scriptures, the Word of the 
living God.  At this time the Lord has precious truth to 
open unto us, It is not new truth, but old, old truth, 
although to the receiver it is new., grand, inspiration, 
and glorious truth, It has been rescued from the 
companionship of error, and has been placed in the 
framework of truth.  Long enough have the Lord’s 
precious words of truth been perverted to serve the 
purpose of the enemy.  
 
“Christ was the great teacher of truth, and to Him we 
must come to learn of the great doctrine of justice, grace, 
and mercy.  His words are as seeds that germinate and 
take root, and are again to be sown and cultivated by His 
delegated ambassadors.  The disciples were put in close 
connection with eternal, essential truth; for it was laid 
upon their understanding; but they failed to comprehend 
it in its fullness, and although the living oracles are in 
our hands, although we have some understanding of the 
inspired books of the Old and New Testaments, there is 
much that even in our day we do not see and 
comprehend.  In order to understand the truth of God, 
there is need to do research, that we may discover in the 
teachings of Christ new aspects of truth, and behold the 
exceeding breadth and compass of grand old truth, of 
which we have only a superficial knowledge.  The 
searching of the Scriptures would reveal the harmony 
existing between the various parts of the Bible, and the 
bearing of one passage upon another.  We do not 
perceive the meaning of the word of God without much 
study, but the reward of the study of the Bible is 

exceeding precious to him who fears God and earnestly 
searches for truth as for hidden treasure.  At the present 
day there are a large number in our churches who are not 
sufficiently interested in Bible study to seek to 
understand the mysteries of truth.  They do not go below 
the surface.  Those who are living in these last days, who 
acknowledge the binding claim of the law of God, have 
no ordinary responsibility.  They are not to be satisfied 
with the surface truths. That which lies plainly revealed, 
which costs us no effort, will not to be esteemed as 
highly as the treasure that costs us diligent, prayerful 
research and investigation.  Celestial truth is represented 
as treasure hid in a field, “which when a man hath found 
he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he 
that and buyeth that field,” that he may work every part 
of it to discover the golden ore or precious gems.” 
 

Not Many More Quotes 
from Ellen White 

 
At the last retreat we learned the fact that many small 
ministries may soon be restricted from the use of Ellen 
White’s wonderful help.  It was explained that her 
writings were being trademarked so that no one could 
quote her without GC approval.  Such an action would 
result in a devastating censorship of her writings.  Only 
what the establishment wants you to know would be 
available.  Once she said her writings would be set aside 
toward the end of time.  I’m wondering if this new 
trademark law won’t go a long way toward 
accomplishing that. 
 
This note written under the logo of the General 
Conference World Headquarters is now in my files. 
 
“Thank you for your letter dated October 18, 2007 and 
addressed to James Nix, Director of the Ellen G. White 
Estate.  Your correspondence was forwarded to me 
because I am responsible for the trademark matters 
relating to the Seventh-day Adventist Church, including 
the White Estates.  In your correspondence you 
questioned why the White Estate obtained various 
trademarks relating to the name of Ellen White. 
 
An example of the protection afforded these marks is 
that a business may not use Ellen White’s name on a 
religious periodical (without written authorization from 
the White Estate) because the registration we hold for 
ELLEN G. WHITE covers, among other things, 
“religious and historical publications, namely books, 
writings articles, periodicals . . . written by or about 
Ellen G. White and/or the Seventh-day Adventist origin 
and history.”  More specifically, written permission is 
needed from the White Estate to use Mrs. White’s name 
in any of the areas that are set forth in the trademark’s 
three registrations.  
   Associate General Counsel for 

The Ellen White Estate, Inc.  
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Holy History  
 

Because of these laws, it may be questionable how long 
such books as the Holy History, God’s Holidays, The 
Church Triumphant, etc. will be available.  If you plan to 
use them in your future it might be good to stock up 
now.  
 
Henceforth statements like: “Someone once wrote,” may 
be appearing with no name given in our newsletters.  
Actually quotes explaining the statutes, judgments, 
tithing, prophecy repeating, etc. etc. can become very 
scarce.  We should glean what we can while we can!  
 

So What Has Happened to Weimar? 
 

At one time one of their graduates came into the church 
where one of our loved-ones regularly attended.  The 
gentleman was obviously disinterested in the “old” dress 
code.  Also the music in his SS department soon had 
drums and all the instruments and music types that 
usually go with them.  My wife and I attended one 
Sabbath, and the instruction given to that young 
married’s class was dumbed down to little more that 
cradle roll games and game-host quizzes with very 
simple answers that the most of the folk refused to 
answer.  Actually, it appeared many did not know the 
answers.  Clara and I were so discouraged that we 
quietly left the division. 
 
I called Weimar the next working day to see if this was 
now typical of their programs.  They assured me that 
they could not be responsible for what their students did 
after leaving Weimar, and speaking of jewelry declared 
that only two of their teachers wore it.  
 
Although the answers seemed somewhat evasive, I still 
hung up hoping that they were not really sponsoring 
such worship nor favoring the lowering of standards. 
 
Because I know some of the early leaders of that 
institution personally, and what they stand for, I wanted 
to believe all was truly well.  
 
So, I am sorry to hear that the Weimar College Program 
is closing after 30 years.  Under its original leadership its 
standards seemed guaranteed to be among the highest for 
Christian schools.  The institute states that it will end its 

college program June 30, as announced by the Weimar 
Institute of Health & Education Board of Directors. 

 
Revelation 6:15 

 
Tells us there will be human slaves on the earth when 
Christ returns.  “Make Way Partners,” (205-240-8597) 
says there are more women and children forced into 
sexual slavery than the entire female population of 
Atlanta, Chicago, Houston, Los Angeles, and New York 
city combined.  The article speaks of Durfer, Sudan and 
declares that human trafficking and modern-day slavery 
is rampant in that part of the world.  “Make Way 
Partners” is dedicated to providing an orphanage school 
and church in Sudan that is available for Darfur orphans 
and other Sudanese children who are at high risk of 
slavery.  
 
But the text in Revelation can well include both men and 
women.  In fact the word “bondman” can hardly escape 
including men.  You will hear more of this in a sermon I 
will be presenting in April.  Try not to miss it. 
 
It was once written that “Through centuries of 
persecution, conflict, and darkness, God has sustained 
His church.  Not one cloud had fallen upon it that He has 
not prepared for; not one opposing force has risen to 
counterwork His work that He had not foreseen . . . 
“Earthly kingdoms rule by the ascendency of physical 
power; but from Christ’s kingdom every carnal weapon, 
every instrument of coercion, is banished.  This kingdom 
is to uplift and ennoble humanity.  God’s church is the 
court of holy life, filled with varied gifts and endowed 
with the Holy Spirit . . . From the beginning, faithful 
souls have constituted the church on earth.  In every age 
the Lord has had His watchmen, who have borne a 
faithful testimony to the generation in which they lived.” 
 

Meet With Us If You Can 
 

We believe April 20 – 27 will witness just such an array 
of individuals that truly constitute the church on earth.  
They will share their gifted abilities as faithful 
watchpersons and bear stirring testimonies.  My prayer 
is that Clara and I will ever be a faithful watchman.  
Thank you for your support!  Campgrounds open April 
13. 
 

Rick Warren  
 

Rick Warren is one of the biggest ministers in the U.S.  
His church of Saddleback Parkway, Lake Forrest   Ca., 
has an average Sunday attendance of 22,000! 
 
I’m not at all covetous, but wouldn’t it be nice if 22,000 
people came to Terra Bella, Ca. to honor Christ’s death 
at Passover and spend Unleavened Bread admiring the 
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One who has promised to “cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness”?  
 
Rick Warren’s messages and statements are well 
qualified to express the sentiment of much of America’s 
belief system today.  He is the author of the “Purpose 
Driven Church” and the “Emergence” program 
explained by Sandy Clark on her DVD made here during 
the past Feast of Unleavened Bread entitled: “Innovation 
and Emergence.”  You should have this one. 
 
In light of your understanding of prophecy, and his 
popularity, I thought it might be interesting to include 
some of his concepts. 
 
“I really do feel that these people are brothers and sisters 
in God’s family.  I am looking to build bridges with the 
Orthodox Church, looking to build bridges with the 
Catholic Church, and with the Anglican Church.”  
Anglican Conference, 11/05 
 
Nothing wrong with building bridges, and there are folk 
in all churches we could call brothers and sisters. 
Bridges can be used to convert the world to the 28 
fundamental principles of our faith.  But that is not 
Warren’s idea. 
 
“Now the word “fundamentalist” actually comes from a 
document in the 1920’s called the five fundamentals of 
the Faith.  And it is a very legalistic, narrow view of 
Christianity.” Pew Forum on Religion.  
 
“Personal computers have brand names.  But inside 
every PC is an Intel chip and an operating system called 
Windows.  The Purpose Driven paradigm is the Intel 
chip for the 21st century church and the Windows system 
of the 21st century church.” Christianity Today, Oct 2005. 
 
Warren has been an evangelist for the emerging church 
movement which is a catalyst for mysticism and inter 
spirituality in Christianity.  Warren’s statement of the 
need for both liberals and conservatives and his view of 
bringing together religion and politics fall in step with 
the three-legged stool concept that Warren derived from 
Peter Drucker.  The three-legged stool is the unification 
of religion, government, and business. (See Sandy’s 
DVD) 

A Wrong Message that Could Be a 
Slap in the Face to Ellen White. 

 
"Although it is true that there was a period in the life of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church when the 
denomination took a distinctly anti-Roman Catholic 
viewpoint...that attitude on the church's part was nothing 
more than a manifestation of widespread anti-popery 
among conservative Protestant denominations in the 
early part of this century and the latter part of the last, 
and which has now been consigned to the historical trash 

heap so far as the Seventh-day Adventist Church is 
concerned."      
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Another Author’s Opposing View 
 
“Marvelous in her shrewdness and cunning is the Roman 
Catholic Church.  She presents a fair front to the world, 
covering with apologies her record of horrible cruelties, 
and declaring that her spirit of persecution no longer 
exists.  But she is the same as in the days of the 
Reformation, when men of God stood up at the peril of 
their lives to expose her iniquity; the same as when she 
assumed the power to control kings and princes, and 
claimed the prerogatives of God.  She may clothe herself 
in Christlike garments, the better to carry forward her 
purposes; but she still retains the venom of the serpent, 
and her principles are exerting their influence in 
legislative halls, in churches, and in the hearts of men.  
Her spirit is no less cruel and despotic now than when it 
crushed out human liberty, and slew the saints of the 
Most High.  {ST, November 8, 1899 par. 4} 
     By compromises and concessions, Protestants have 
tampered with and patronized popery, giving her 
vantage-ground which papists themselves are surprised 
to see and fail to understand.  The Protestant world 
needs to be aroused to resist the advances of this most 
dangerous foe to civil and religious liberty.”  {ST, 
November 8, 1899 par. 5} 
 
According to the then president of the GC, all the above 
should be consigned to the historical trash heap.  I 
wonder what the author of the above would be saying if 
she were in our world today?  Would she say, “See, I 
told you so?  Or would she be embarrassed and help put 
it all in the trash heap?  
 
"Elder (W. John) Arthur, Secretary of the British Union 
Conference (of Seventh-day Adventists), informed the 
student body (at Newbold SDA College in England) that 
he had some ‘good news’.  He went on to say that he had 
recently sent two letters, one to the Prime Minister 
(Margaret Thatcher, dated March 27, 1986) and the other 
to the Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance (Clive R. 
Calver, dated February 27, 1986), in which he had given 
Adventist support to those in opposition to the proposed 
repeal of the British Sunday trading laws....Elder Arthur 
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was asked whether any of the (SDA) field leaders he had 
consulted had been opposed to sending the letters.  His 
answer was no, there had been no opposition, and all 
reaction received was positive." (Nicholas P. Miller, Editor of 
the Prism (Student Newspaper of Newbold College), in Prism, May, 
1986, p 6 & 12) 
 
Fortunately, the above attitude does not reflect the thinking 
of all our leaders, but neither does it stand alone.  Perhaps 
this is why we seldom if ever hear “Mark of the Beast” 
sermons.  It is true that spurring any beast is not the best 
thing to do, but I am amazed at how many of our Adventist 
members no longer know about the issues nor of the current 
events that substantiate them.  In fact many of the younger 
members have no in depth understanding at all.  
 
One of the coming speaker’s messages is entitled, “The Eve 
of the National Sunday Law, The Establishment of the 
Image of the Beast, and its Mark.”  I can hardly wait to 
hear what he says about them.  
 
I remember at a ministerial worker’s meeting in Southern 
California when we ministers were told that we need to re-
think some of these things, and that today the “beast” 
should refer to things like the depravity of women in parts 
of the world, the starving poor in depressed countries, and 
the sick and suffering.  The comment was that these are the 
bigger issues of today. 
 
I’m not saying who is good and who is bad, what I am 
suggesting is that you observe the trends, study the issues, 
know the prophecies, and know what the Saviour requires 
of you!  This can be a salvational issue. 
 
I remember my Conference president telling me that I was 
to expect the church to go through a paradigm shift and 
indicated that I should go along with it.  I’m still not sure of 
what all he meant, I know one thing, and that is that the 
church does not emphasize the things it used to emphasize, 
nor does the congregation have the same uniform 
appearance it once did.  
 

The Snoop 
 

The Snoop has been attending several meetings of 
importance.  It seems the religious leaders of CCT, CC, 
and CCA are being blessed with meetings requested by 
Rome.  Probably in preparation for their meeting with 
the pope in April.  The Snoop will be heading our way 
but arrive a couple days late because of one such 
meeting when Benedict XVl will be a guest speaker.  I 
am not free to say a lot at this time but I am sure our 
friend will fill us in when he is here for 
Passover/Unleavened Bread.  One communiqué given by 
a Roman bishop sent from Rome to talk with the groups 
last Thursday can be shared without concern. 
 
“Since I last met with you last November, 2007, 
ecumenism and unity is on a fast track.  Look at the 
word ECUMENISM – look at the meaning of how it is 

spelled.  Let’s look now (wrote on board) Evangelicals 
and Catholics United = Evangelicals and Catholics 
together for one accord.  The Lord now is looking for a 
new generation of faceless leaders.  Roman Catholics are 
no longer looked upon as “outlaws,” but now they are 
discovered to be as “in laws.”  Pope Benedict has also 
met with Muslim and Jewish leaders.” 
 
He went on to say, “In order to contribute to helping 
each other, our differences must be put aside.  Authentic 
ecumenism seeks unity among all those just mentioned 
above to work together to make a better world and 
become part of the “Restored Universal Church.”  In 
order for our world to be saved we must ALL seek 
positive ways to come together as Pope Benedict is 
saying, the ecumenical Pope, we are of one accord.  
Please pray for Pope Benedict and President Bush as 
they meet together in the Oval office in April.” 
 
Exciting things are happening in our world and changes 
are surely in the works.  Let’s pray for one another, let’s 
pray for Bible Explorations, let’s pray for our country. 
Let’s review the prophecies.  We have nothing to fear 
except we forget how God has led us in the past. 
 

One Author Wrote 
 
“These records of the past clearly reveal the enmity of 
Rome toward the true Sabbath and its defenders, and the 
means which she employs to honor the institution of her 
creating.  The word of God teaches that these scenes are 
to be repeated as Roman Catholics and Protestants shall 
unite for the exaltation of the Sunday.” {GC 578.2} 
     The prophecy of Revelation 13 declares that the 
power represented by the beast with lamblike horns shall 
cause "the earth and them which dwell therein" to 
worship the papacy --there symbolized by the beast "like 
unto a leopard.”  The beast with two horns is also to say 
"to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make 
an image to the beast;" and, furthermore, it is to 
command all, "both small and great, rich and poor, free 
and bond," to receive the mark of the beast.  Revelation 
13:11-16.  
 
“It has been shown that the United States is the power 
represented by the beast with lamblike horns, and that 
this prophecy will be fulfilled when the United States 
shall enforce Sunday observance, which Rome claims as 
the special acknowledgment of her supremacy.  But in 
this homage to the papacy the United States will not be 
alone.  The influence of Rome in the countries that once 
acknowledged her dominion is still far from being 
destroyed.  And prophecy foretells a restoration of her 
power.  "I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to 
death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the 
world wondered after the beast." Verse 3.  The infliction 
of the deadly wound points to the downfall of the papacy 
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in 1798.  After this, says the prophet, "his deadly wound 
was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.” 
GC 578  
 
We must remember, however that much of what is 
written above has been consigned to the historical trash 
heap by some.  In fact I may be out of line just to bring 
these things to remembrance.  What do you think? 
 

Exciting Testimonials 
 

 
 

“We surely do appreciate the newsletter.  I keep them 
and have thought I would like to copy quotes and 
scrapbook them.  Things certainly are coming to a head.  
This old world would self destruct if our Lord wasn’t 
holding it together.”  B & A S. Caldwell Id. 
 
“Dear John and Clara, I am surely looking forward to 
coming to your spring retreat.  I’ve been missing too 
much.  If the Lord is willing we will all make it this 
time.  You are surely doing a great work for the Lord.  
We really appreciate you and all your helpers.” DB, 
Cameron Park CA. 
 
“Thank you so much for the wonderful materials I have 
received from you.  I was a 7th-day Adventist for about 
ten years.  Then we started to see such light like you and 
were shunned by everyone.  Then we found Sabbath-
keeping feast keepers.  Now there are people in every 
city we go to like us.  Praise YAH!!” SW Yakima WA. 
 

Kids Story: Walter the Waldensian Boy 
 

Continued: Walter and his father had met a family of 
believers.  After breakfast Master Aymer walked with them to 
another believer’s house.  They soon came near a village that 
Walter recognized as the village where he had stayed with old 
Stephen.  Walter asked, “Are there many believers there now?  
Master Aymer frowned, “Stephen is the only one who has 
given himself up to the Lord.  Others listen to his preaching, 
but since he doesn’t read it is difficult to make the people 
understand the message of salvation by God’s grace.  Stephen 
tries to tell them they can pray to God without the intercession 
of saints and the prayers of the priests.  We are praying God 
will reward his efforts.” 
Walter told them about the weeks he had spent there reading 
the Scriptures to him.  “Old Stephen has been like a father to 
everyone in his village who suffers or is in need.”  Master 
Aymer explained.  “And though some of them think his ideas 
are the result of old age upsetting his reason, they all love him 
too much to let anyone report him to the deputies.” 

They found Stephen cutting cabbage in his garden when they 
came near his house. The old man ran to meet Master Aymer; 
then he saw Walter. “God’s blessings on you! I never thought 
I’d see you again.” His face clouded suddenly, and tears ran 
down his cheeks. “What grief your dear mother suffered 
thinking she had lost both you and your father! And you have 
probably not heard about your father?” 
Master Aymer took the old man gently by the shoulders. “Do 
not weep, brother. This is Walter’s father with him here. And 
have you seen Madame Murat then?” 
“Your father, Walter?” Stephen asked as he reached around 
Stephen to take Walter’s hand. “Yes, this is my father,” Walter 
assured him. 
“Soon after you disappeared from Toulouse on the day of the 
second burning of heretics, Madame Murat came here to help 
a woman who was ill and had a new baby. Madame Murat 
cared for the woman and baby for several weeks, and we all 
loved her as if she were our own.” Old Stephen paused for a 
moment, remembering. “And Madame Murat taught me more 
of the Scriptures. But when the woman got well, Madame 
Murat went back to stay with other brethren near Toulouse, 
despite the fact there was terrible persecution in the city at the 
time. Someone told me later that a kinsman of hers came and 
took her with him. I have heard no more.” 
Walter remembered the cousin who had visited them in their 
cottage two years before. He was a rich banker in 
Carcassonne, and even the king of France had borrowed 
money from him to support his war with the king of England. 
“But Cousin Brian is not a believer,” Walter objected. 
“No, he is not a believer,” his father agreed. “but he has 
always been as close as a brother to your mother. He is taking 
good care of her, I know. She will be safe with him.” 
“Do not forget that Carcassonne surrendered to the legate’s 
army last August rather than suffer the fate of Beziers.” 
Master Aymer said. “That is true, I had forgotten about that,” 
Brother Murat’s face turned white with fear. Cont. next month. 
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Dallas 
 

In Dallas we met with a group of feast keepers 
representing a variety of churches.  The meeting was to 
discuss the place of both law and grace.  There were 
about 20 speakers.  All but three of them treated us with 
kindness and respect.  All the leaders of the group were 
more than gracious.  They offered good ideas in their 
messages, fed us well, and otherwise treated us as true 
brothers.  It was a constructive meeting.  We were 
pleasantly surprised at the camaraderie and mutual 
respect. For the most part the messages were informative 
and helpful. Clara and I count it a privilege to have met 
with them and look forward to future meetings. 
 
You might wonder what I spoke about.  Well, that will 
be told in one of my sermons on Sabbath morning April 
26.  I have reason to look forward to seeing as many of 
you on that morning as possible.  
 
It is our purpose to keep helpful information coming 
your way.  This month we are offering six of any DVDs 
of your liking for half price.  The same goes for twelve.  
Please check the order sheet for the best opportunities. 


