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The SDA
Bible
Commentary
on the abov
text is very
revealing
and brings
these event
to a glorious
conclusior

“Only the Christian believer, with the Scriptureshis
hands, can explaine mystery of suffering and sorro
Through the revelation of God’'s Word he knows
cause and the source of the suffering that he ige
“the whole creation.” He senses that the pangs
world in travail point forward to a time of delivarce,
when thre shall be “new heavens and a new e:
wherein dwelleth righteousnes:

Keep looking up, thy God is still the same todayis|
true that as the world settles deeper in pagar
atheism, and widespread immorality, it cannot ek
much heavenly proction. But just the same the sai
have a bright future. Just as sure as evil is b
exonerated, wrong made right, and perversior
judgment crescendos, just so sure is the promiskee
2" coming and glorification for the saints. Do
despair; walk with Him throughout the day. Prayea

Walk asEnochwalked- - until he was taken to heav




INTERESTING STORY
from my sister Annette

This (graduating) class would not pray during the
commencements - - - not by choice, but because of a
recent court ruling prohibiting it. The principaha
several students were careful to stay within the
guidelines allowed by the ruling.

They gave inspiriatioinal and challenging speeclhes,
no one mentioned divine guidance and no one asked f
blessings on the graduates or their families wuntil the
final speech received a standing ovation.

A solitary student walked proudly to the microphoHe
stood still and silent for just a moment, and thén,
happned. (Miraculously or planned, who would tgll??

All 92 students, every single one of them, suddenly
sneezed!!! The student on stage simply looked at th
audience and said, “God bless you, each and every
of you” And he walked off stage. The audience
exploded into applause.

This graduating class had found a unique way tokav
God’s blessing on their future with or without thaurt’s
approval.

The story is reported to be a true happening at the
University of Maryland.

BE CAREFUL; WASH HANDS
BUILD YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM

Infectious microbes that used to be able to remidy
one drug, such as penicillin or methicillin, nowsiss
multiple drugs. Some can survive virtually everyayen
in doctors’ medicine cabinets. “This is very weatne”
said Stuart Levy, a microbiiologist at Tufts Unisiy in
Boston. “In many cases, there might be only onar
drugs to treat (an infection). We are not keepipguith
the bacteria.

Some bacteria have acquired the ability to “ea# th
antibiotic medicines that are supposed to eat them.

“Almost all the drugs that we consider as our nial
defense against bacterial infections are at rigknfr
bacteria that not only resist the drugs, but eamthor

breakfast.” Says George Church, a geneticist aaVéad

Medical School in Boston, in the April 4 issue btiet
Journal of Science.

“A lethal new form of tuberculosis, known as XDR —
TB, that’s virtually immpossibe to cure has expldde
Africa, Asia, and Russia. There are a small nundfer
cases in the United States.”

FOOD
Will there be a Shortage?

Is there really a food shortage overseas? Yeg tiser
Actually, in two ways... It has either been grgatl
reduced due to storms and droughts, or the prideanf

has been so inflated that people can't afford iam not
going to enlarge on news that you already have read
about when it comes to this problem, but | will gbgt

is it getting closer to us than we like to think.was
pleasantly surprised last Sabbath when the pastor
suggested that we put a 100# sack of wheat anshtne

of rice, and plenty of extra cooking oil in our paées.

This was not because of religious laws, but becadise
scarcity and escalating prices due to the cost of
transporting food from the farms of the world tor ou
supermarkets.

Then, too, if our dollar continues to fall, and qas$
continue to go up more problems will quickly deyelo

George Raine, Chronicle Staff Writer:

“The climbing price of rice and other staples shaws
sign of leveling off. As a result, food expertegict
hunger and poverty in poor nations along with a
restricted supply of grains coupled with risingcps in
this country. Globally, the rice shortage occugramid
sharply rising food prices across the board is ravi
enormous consequences, as rice provides more tien o
fifth of all calories humans consume. The shorthgse
led to food riots around the world, including death
Cameroon. Protesters chanting, “We’re hungry!"seali
Haiti to remove its prime minister.”

Just in the news lately: “Soaring food prices hkgeto
a growing number of middle-class New Yorkers jogin
an unusual organization that ‘dumpster dives’ inbigh
bins for food. The trash tours form part of a girugv
movement called ‘Freegans’ which is rapidly incregs
in popularity as New Yorkers find it harder anddearto
make ends meet.”

“Freegans — a nhame derived from the words ‘freal an
‘veegan’ — sift through garbage cans and bin baghe
evenings looking to find edible food.” The autlstates
the Freegans do not sift through household rubbish
‘that really is garbage, you know, half—-eaten fcoa
old food’ — but through the refuse of New York'sffa-
food businesses such as Dunkin’ Donuts, Starburiet,
and Manger, and the supermarket chains of D’Agostin
and Gristedes.”

One report states that folk are hocking, or sellihgir
jewelry in order to fill their cars with gas.

Philly.com by Alfred Lubrano, May 15:




“Carin Dilingham handed over her watch to the
pawnbrokers at Society Hill Loan as if she werermgv

up one of her bones.

“The 30-year-old bookkeeper stood pregnant, brake,
sad under the rows of pawned guitars hanging like
curing hams from the ceiling of the south Streaipsh
She got a $20.00 loan for her $200 Bulova, a gdfnf
the Harley-Davidson Co., where she used to work.

“1 worked hard for this watch. I'm middle clasapt
poor. | can't believe | have to do this to buy!gas

“People are cleaning out their houses of gold,esjlv
whatever, to get money just to fill their cars wdhs,’
said Nat Leonard, 51, whose grandfather openede§oci
Hill Pawn Shop in 1929. People are pawning ou lik
crazy.”

Our son Steve reported the cost of over $90.00I toi$
SUV. You can imagine how gas and food prices are
really hurting the little guy, but it is also beging to
show very telling signs on the middle class.

Out of Gas!!
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For 150 years our great grandparents, grandparents,
parents, and ourselves have been told, and yes even
warned, that urban life will become more difficaihd
those who live in the county, and have water, feite
better when others are not doing very well.

Such country dwellers can offset some of the foosts;
but | don’t know about the fuel. The truth is thang-
term tithers are usually pretty good at long range
planning. And then, according to Scripture, we ban
assured of some back- up from heavenly strengths.
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These times may only represent a short time casis
just be a warning to prepare ourselves for the drigg
crisis to come when our last opportunity to leakie t
large cities does arrive. Actually what the fostess
are saying, is that prices for fuel may go down esdmt
only to shoot up again to an even higher level.

For the true Israelite and the markets, it may be a
struggle between the greedy and the loyal titheepay

Whatever you may think it is certainly a time to be
judicious and frugal.

Associated Press, May 15, 2008.

Lubbock Texas (AP) If you think the cost of gassimgy
your car is outrageous, wait until you need toaest
your pantry:

“The price of wheat has more than tripled during plast

10 months, making American’s daily bread and bagel
and pizza and pasta feel a little like luxury item&nd
baked goods aren't the only ones getting more
expensive: Experts expect some 80% of grocery grice
will spike, too, and could remain steep for yearsduse
wheat and other grains are used to feed cattldfrppu
and dairy cows.” (Because of the escalating weslet

in new middle class Asia.)

“It's going to affect everything . . . impact on ey
section of the grocery store,” said Michael Bitwgnior
vice president of King Arthur Flour Co, in NorwicHT.
Poor wheat harvests in Australia and parts of Eeieoud
the U.S. have caused China and other Asian coaritie
buy up more American crops, which are especially
attractive because of the weak U.S dollar. At BdRéd
Mill Flour Company, wheat flour has typically been
subject to retail price adjustments every five geadow
those increases are happening almost monthly.”

Why am | telling you all of this? So, you will sesason
to tighten your belt, prepare for change, and floeee
exist in relative peace. Know that a storm is cugni
relentless in its fury. Everything that can be emwvill

be, and the better your preparation of soul, mantt
body the better you will ride out the storm.

The Porterville Recorder, May 24, 25

A lower middle class resident reports that renésfeom
$500 to $600 a month, milk is almost $5 a galland a
gasoline has reached $4.00. Prudencio Ramos doesn’
even know how much it will take to completely filie
tank in his car. “l don't know . .. If | don'tven have
enough to fill my belly with food do you think I'mjoing

to fill the tank with gas? Right now | only putali

four gallons of gas whenever | have to.”

Enrique Villeda, foreman of an orange-pickers crew,
said that the price per orange bin is paid at betwks
and 17 dollars. In this day, his workers made &88d.
From there they have to pitch in for gasoline. eAthis,
there is very little money left to take home.”

Our hearts go out to these people. However, somsti
hard times bring about a closer walk with God. dde
bring a good result where we can otherwise only see
tragedy and loss.




Eric Bjorger, coportfolio
manager at Leuold Weeder
Capital Management i
Minneapoli, Minnesota, it
an expert in the field c
finance and stock mark

Mr. Bjorgen said even professionals were unsurere
to put their money or how long the volatility widist
(Volatility in describing the unpredictable stoclarket
fluctuation.)

Kevin Kehres, a fund manager at ABN AMRO
Chicago said: “In my opinn, | would say we’re nc
through the worst of it y. The bottom line is th
housing market is not getting any be. People eithe
can't sell their homes or can't get a loan to rafice a
the lower rate if they’re on the verge of having
adjustable ate mortgage reset highascredit standard
are tightening because their homes are not wort
much as they were two or three years ¢

With thousands of home mortgages vaporizing
foreclosuressoaras they never have before, therlittle
needfor me towrite much about. This is truly a horro
for all those dear people whose houses are nowy as
it is for the banking institutions who cannot liquic the
paperwork. Right now in Californi. there are hug
auctions taking place as the notdders of thousands «
empty houses are trying to auction them Not too far
from us in Stockton Ca there are more houses Hest
than save. Nice home, now empt, line the sidewalk:

AP Business Writer Alex Vei(, May 14, 200

“The number of home facing foreclosure is up 65
from this month over last year to 243,. One in even
519 U.S. households received a foreclosure filing
April.

The combination of weak housing sales, falling he
values, higher mortgage lending criteria and a slowi
economy has left financially strapped homeownerg
fewer option. Many can't find buyers or owe more th
their home is worth and can’t get refinanced into
affordable loan.

It was Ellen White that wrotto us over 150 yars agc
that SDA members shdd get a little piece of proper
out of town with wate. Pay for it, and stay out of del

We have had 150 yeato accomplish thi. That is
surely long enou¢. What a blessing to be out of d!
It may be better to have a little place free oftdblar a
mansion in foreclosu. Don't panic, just be alert to wh
is happenin anc, after prayerfut consideratio male
whatever safety precautioyou see might be wis.

“If we are not in ¢
recession, it is a goc
imitation of one” saic
Kevin Giddis,manager at
Morgan Keegan. We a
in an unprecedented re
estate and credit cris
that is whipping its wa
through the U.S. econon
like a Midwesterr
tornado.

“He goes on to si that the construction sector It
39,000 jobs, manufacturing lost 52,1, retailers 34,00(
4000 hotel jobs, in fact he writthatover all the privatt
sector cut 101,000 jo. See CNN money.co

DOOM & GLOOM?

Is this a newsletter of doom and glc? Or, is it filled
with concern for your welfa? Those who understar
the difference between the ceremorlaws tha are a
slap in the faceof Christ tocontinue in its regulatns
and rules of animal sacrificii and on the other han
His statutes and judgments to be kept forever, shoa
alert and wise to the signs of ttimes If this letter
helps you with your future th we will praise ou
heavenly Father for having writter. Doom and gloon
is exactly what | want to help you av. We will be
happy if the problems in our world will be averteshd
things will go backto norma. But what if things ge
progressively wors? In thatcase | would say that few
simple acts of faithfulnes and a bit of prudent plannin
aretwo wise moves for us all tod:

Earlier | mentioned the multiplication of tornad. In
fact tHis morning, May 26, Good Morning America, s
that yesterday there had been tweiof them coverin
five states. But the above picture is not devastatiom
a tornado, but from the recent earthquake in C




How can you hold back tears when you hear of ke litt
ten-year-old girl pulled out from under the coneret
rubbish missing her legs? They were not just migsi
but had to be amputated in order to free her from t
debris. The quake results are shrouded in hotooies,

The death toll has risen to over 67,000 as of yeate
morning and who knows how many more will yet be
found, or simply disappear forever in the wreckage.

Friends, | can’'t imagine what 67,000 corpses wadardk
like. What is happening to our world as she “waalkks
like a garment? Earthquakes in divers places indeed

6,000 YEARS OLD?
| have No doubt.

Six thousand years to deceive; One thousand to wai

Nearly 100 years ago, Ellen White wrote, “The great
controversy between Christ and Satan that has been
carried forward for nearly six thousand years isrsto
close.” GC 515

“For six thousand years, Satan’s work of rebellias
made the earth to tremble. He has made the werkl a
wilderness and destroyed the cities thereof.” ®881
659

Of the future, she says:

“Satan’s work of ruin is forever ended. For sinukand
years, he has wrought his will, filling the eartithwwoe,
and causing grief throughout the universe. Thelgho
creation has groaned and travailed together in.pain
Now God’s creatures are forever delivered from his
presence and temptations. The whole earth isgtared

is quiet; they break forth into singing. And a shof
praise and triumph ascends from the whole loyal
universe. “The voice of a great multitude, as tbee

of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thumdgti

is heard, saying Alleluia, for the Lord God omnigat
reigneth. GC 88

“And | saw an angel come down from heaven, having
the key of the bottomless pit and a great chaimi
hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that olgeet,

which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him a thods
years, and cast him into the bottomless piev. 20:1, 2
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ANOTHER STEP IN ECUMENICISM

%
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John Hagee, seniof
pastor of
Cornerstone church
in San Antonio
Texas with an
active membership
of over 19,000.

After teaching numerous times with charts and pégu
that the Catholic Church is the great whore of Reign

17 Hagee has changed his position. (Look under John
Hagee on Yahoo.)

In a letter to William Donohue, president of thetiiedic
League for Civil and Religious Rights, Hagee wrote:
“Out of a desire to advance a greater unity among
Catholics and evangelicals in promoting the common
good, | want to express my deep regret for any
comments that Catholics have found hurtful.”

Donohue, one of Hagee's sharpest critics, said he
accepted the apology and planned to meet with Hagee
Thursday in New York.

“I got what | wanted,” Donohue said in an interview
“He’s seen the light, as they like to say. So fa its
over.”

Hagee had cited the Inquisition and the crusades as
evidence of anti-Semitism within the Catholic churc
and has suggested that Catholic anti-Semitism shape
Adolf Hitler's views of Jews.

In my zeal to oppose anti-Semitism and bigotrylinta
ugly forms, | have often emphasized the darkesptena

in the history of Catholics and Protestant relaiavith

the Jews,” Hagee wrote. “In the process, | may have
contributed to the mistaken impression that thd-ant
Jewish violence of the Crusades and the Inquisition
defines the Catholic Church. It most certainly does”

Hagee has often made references to “the apostate
church” and the “great whore,” terms that Cathosay

are slurs aimed at the Roman Catholic Church.

In his letter, Hagee said he now better understhatl

his use of those descriptions, taken from the Bobk
Revelation, are “a rhetorical device long employed
anti-Catholic literature and commentary.”




When he endorsed McCain in late February, Donohue
and other Catholic leaders demanded that McCain
repudiate him. McCain initially embraced Hagee’'shas
was eager to reach out to religious voters by seguhe
support of a prominent Christian conservative. Bat
was soon forced to put some distance with Hagee.

“Any comments that he made about the Catholic Ghurc
| strongly condemn, of course,” he said during gilA
appearance on ABC’s “This Week.”

Campaigning in North Bend, Wash., McCain on
Tuesday said Hagee's apology was “very helpful.”

Hagee is no stranger to provocative remarks. InoNat
Public Radio in 2006, he said Hurricane Katrina was
God’s judgment because “New Orleans had a level of
sin that was offensive to God.” He has written ttiet
feminist movement represents “a rebellion agairet’'&
pattern for the family.” On Tuesday, the Democratic
National Committee said that considering those and
other comments McCain still should renounce Hagee’s
endorsement.

But Donohue said Hagee, by offering his apology how
may have defused a potential problem from the Awzo
senator. In a statement posted in the Catholic l&ag

Web site, Donohue added: “What Hagee has done takes

courage and quite frankly | never expected him to
demonstrate such sensitivity to our concerns.”

The above is taken from the news written by Jim
Kuhnhenn, Associated Press Writer 5/13/08ee
News.yahoo,com/s/ap/20080513/ap on el pr/hageer lett

Hagee’'s comments are reminiscent of President Neal
Wilson, Conference President, in the John Mercimlrt
case also admitted we had changed our views:

“Although it is true that there was a period in tlie of

the 7"-day Adventist church when the denomination
took a distinctly anti-Roman Catholic viewpoint .. has
now been consigned to the historical trash hedprsas

the Seventh-day Adventist Church is concerned.”

ON THE ROAD AGAIN

In Idaha

We will enjoy Penticost in the Memorial Hall, Bouargt
County Fairground, Bonners Ferry, Idaho. Firstuest
at 7. p.m. Monday, June 9. Then all day Tuesdage Ju
10" starting at 9 a.m. Speakers: Walter Tschoepe and
John VanDenburgh. Call Jerry or Joy Davis for detai
208-699-4844.

In San Antonio Texas

Spanish/English meetings. Place: Holiday Inn, cooie
I-35 and Exit #161, Meetings start Sabbath Jungdt

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Then evenings through the weeak fro
p.m. to 9 p.m. No meeting on Wednesday

Final meetings Sabbath the™8om 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Inn # 210-226-4361
Hosts Pam and Quint # 830-947-9423.

Thank you for making these seminars possible! @ith
your offerings, we could be sitting on our hands!

WALTER, a Continued Story.

It has been nearly a year since Walter had seen his
mother. When they met at Cousin Brian’s house, they
were shocked. Walter could hardly keep back a gasp
he looked at his mother’s face. The three of thesd h
each other with tears streaming down their facédast
mother looked into his face so that he could seesttar

on her forehead and how her eyes did not seenctesfo
naturally. Walter reached his hand up and touched h
face.

“I's not very pretty, is it son?” “It's wonderfulo see
you again.” Walter choked, trying to keep from oyi
again. He felt his father's arms tighten aroundnthe
both. “My dear, we have been searching for yousior
long!” he said. “How wonderful to find you alivéid
they torture you? What happned?”

She smiled and said, “It's over now, | am well aade
and that is all that's important. Brian and his figm
cared for me after the ordeal at Toulouse. Wheould/

not tell the names of other believers in the dipthe
deputies made me look for long periods of time ith®
sun. Then when | still refused to disclose our
membership, they branded me. Only Brian’s interoent
saved me from the stake, | am sure, for the citg wa
anxious to purge itself of heresy to escape detsrut
“Marta, you must not leave. | can protect you hére,
Brian interrupted. Turning to Pierre, “You must not
think of taking her away! My home can provide sgafet
and care for your wife that you could not possigiye

her in your flight from the officials! Think of hdrealth

for Marta is much weaker than before.”

“Brian is right,” Walter's father said. “You areilstot
strong, and the perils of my work would weaken goll
more. You must stay here until it becomes safer to
travel.”

Walter watched his mother struggle to make her eyes
focus on his father’s face. “I have always beeyair
side, Pierre. These past months without you andedal
have been almost more than | could bear, not knpifin
you lived or had been captured by the authoritfethe
church, not knowing what hardships you sufferedill

go where you go!”

The three stayed for several days in Brian’s hoAike.
during this time Brian tried to persuade themtiy sn
Carcassonne under his protection until the Crusade
ended. He offered Pierre an opportunity to join him
his business. Pierre Murat thanked him kindly fes h
offer, but told him he had to refuse. “God had givee

a work to do. | cannot turn aside from it for e\aefew
weeks while there is such a needohtinued.




